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C I s u TU ”»?ò\nf mal ? ly conslsti “9 thè English language abstracts of 
CICA-, No. 3 Ju„e° m7° n ( ” UF<> ' RIVISTA DI ™0RMAZI0 Ne5f0L0 
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As always, wide summaries are given of thè arti rio* Lì 
guess that our readers who ran't tIÌì , articles, smce we 

than reading ITUFOR so it .5 tt Itallan , wo »’t probably go further 

please have a glance àt "UFO” at least^f comp * ete as possible. Anyway. 

since they are’noTreproduced bere ^ references and illurtr.tionì, 

Evans °and X'InlllìTi 1 lear-n^n* “J? rter treatment: those by Hilary 
English and so need no J s™arv 67 Tlt ° rÌ9Ìnail ? P^ished in 
hecanse ifs not about b^^^s^cf 380 


SUNSET AND UFOs 
by Enrico Bernieri 

working^-as^researche'r ter PhySlCS 3nd is Pr««tly 

Nuclear Phvsics L* • U , ltallan National Institute for 

and is a founding member 0^0*1 !s.u" tereSted ^ <Juantltatìve ufology 


THE PILOT STUDY 

according ^a Ume/month n distrihnti S ° f UF ° reports were analyzed 

years 1977-78 in Emilia-Romagna^ ìrt SyMpon^fr^ 'cl f 

average time of UFO sightinqs L J Z Cam P ania - The 

(summer standard time converted in locll sflfr eaCh “ on U ° f the year 
compared to the monthly averaoe timo ^ dl solar sun tlme )» and it was 
each region because of Y differ?nt\atitudes? ’ WhlCh W3S different for 

S unset A we C re ea c r iea P rlTcorre e L e te 9 d ed ^tÌTsiqh t U * ’ Sh ° wi ^ that ^s and 
follo» sunset with a nM rk t/FO si ght j ngs ave rage tinie seemed t 

minutes in fmilia). Y t3nt deUy (98 mlnutes ** Campania, 126 

LÀRGER SAMPLES 

sample^ofReports belarne avai^VT When 4 larger re 5Ìonal 
1,000 sightings in Piemonte (499 of thfm Pusso s catalogue of nearly 

pattern was found/ uFO averai ?Lf!n F 9 6X4Ct time) ' The sa me 
average delay of 200 minutes?. Statisti 








test) was also positive that such correlation was significative A 
second analysis was performed in 1987 on 424 reports (from Marco 
Bottaini's 985 cases regional catalogue of Toscana): thè average delay 

was 143 minutes, that is it was always shorter as thè region laid more 
southern. 


EVALUATION 

No sure explanation can be offered of thè pattern, which is 
interestmg because it concerns a physical, "external" (envìronmental) 
parameter like sunset time, and - more important - because it is 

Constant even if thè samples contain unselected reports (IFOs and UFOs 
as well). 

A combined physical/sociological hypothesis is suggested: if thè 
part of re P°rted phenomena are bright objects in thè sky, their 
visibility depends upon contrast between their light and thè background- 
such contrast is increasing after sunset up to a "saturation" point 
(night sky) at a given delay after sunset. Moreover thè number of would- 
be witnesses is high around sunset and decreasing in thè following hours 
with a minimum in thè night times. The combined effect of these two 
causes might perhaps explain thè described pattern. Deeper studies are 
to be done on thè matter. 


FOREIGN STUDIES 


Enrico Bernieri’s artìcle is followed by an editorial detailed 
survey (by Edoardo Russo, though unsigned) of similar independent 
studies abroad. In 1975-1976 Michel Monnerie used two samples of French 
reports (150 from 1969 and 480 from 1973) showing that sightings number 
was greater when neither sun nor moon were visible and that hours of 
greater UFO concentration "moved" with sunset/dawn time as seasons 
changed. A larger sample of world reports was analyzed by a S.O.B.E.P.S. 
team in Belgium in 1978-79, and here too thè sunset pattern emerged as 
well as thè monthly "migration"; but they also dìscovered that such 
migration followed opposite directions in thè northern vs. southern 
emisphere and that delay on sunset time was dependent on latitude so 
demonstratmg thè correlation between UFO sighting maximum time and' sun 
elevation under horizon: it followed that all worldwide time statistics 
are meaningless, as well as time laws which do not consider season's 

n r d » Such . conciusion was criticized by French officiai group 
G.E.P.A.N., which noticed an unscreened sample of IFOs and UFOs toqether 
would exactly give such a result (weather-balloons and Venus are tvpical 
sunset sightings). It should be noted that back in 1955 Blue Book 
pecial Report No.14 had already discovered examined thè sunset/dawn and 
even analyzed it under thè modern "IFO vs. UFO” angle. 


USE OF STATISTICS 

An editorial unsigned "box" (by Gian Paolo Grassino) is included 
in thè artìcle warning against a naive use of UFO statistics which 
often doesn’t consider reliability of data, non-homogeinity of 
samples and error margina : consequently correlations found may be 
meaningless. Reason for errors is due to imperfect instrument (human 
witness) which produces both random and systematic errors. Moreover 
samples include a majority of IFOs, a minority of UFOs and a larqé 
number of reports with insufficient data. A great caution should 
then be adopted when using and evaluating UFO statistics. 
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EFFECTS ON THE VEGETÀTION 

Close Encounter of thè Second Kind at Vallenoncello 
by Antonio Chiumiento 


At 10.15 p.m. on August 2nd, 1978 thè watcher (aqed 36) of a villa 
in V ^ LEW0 ^ ELL0 (Province of Pordenone} had just left his two dogs free 
h" th L V = lla park thè nl 9 ht when he heard them barking and 9 turned 
back to see a bnght ovai object hoverlng above tree-tops 200 meters 

the^óround Um WM at 3 ^ of ^15'.etere Teli 

thè ground, its dimensions were atout 8 meters long and 4-5 meters tali 

Hne er ! l,f! SeC h ° ndS i lt b ? 9an descendin * vertically b elZtll Irle 
line, graduaily enhancing its luminosity: it was illuminatine thè 

surrondmg ground and emitted a lateral rotating bea», of ìight^whlch 
g ^ ri ^ ter aiK * brighter as it got nearer to thè ground. When it was 
at a height of 3 meters, thè man fled into thè houle while tHedoas 

bllf tJ°thl r frI!li- l0 l d ^h’ K then be9an howlln 9 and aft «r two minutes got 
«ront of thè house, where they laid down silent. No noise 

SKirniS Z agitegli dllceldllf SÌ?hting ' MCept 3 kind ° f air 

;r ”-“vk 

thè grass had changed into a reddìsh color and was covered by a’ dark 
brownish jelly-like substance, which he and thè gardener 7 collected 

thrlì e lhlm : aw^ Ut Slnce they didn,t known what t0 d0 w “ h thè samples, he 
threw them away as soon as they became dried up. The substance remained 

ylarl e il^l When^T T***' , and Vegetation onl V be 9 ai > growing two 
ooT Diali’ It Came t0 0Ur attention and an investigation 

ald litui’«!?,.«^ area Was stlU visible and covered with moss 
little cactus-like plants scattered around and very different from 

I idI y KuI1^1I:\° n SPOt ; SampleS Were taken of the ground Lth 
inside and outside thè trace and were analyzed by thè Reaional Center 

Zr^nt TsmTTT WhÌCh °" ly f0Und some che “ lcal C «?ements 

were present inside which were not outside, though in verv small 
exspeciall y calcium, whose presence couldn’t be attributed 


THE FRONTIERS OF UFOLOGY 
Notes for an interdisciplinary Approach 
by Hilary Evans 

(Translated from thè "BUFORA Bulletin" No. 17, May 1985.) 


UFOs AND ADVERTISING 

The UFO Image as a Vehicle for Commercials 
by Paolo Tose!li 


The UFO image takes a part in thè re-discovery of fantastic as a 

H C I n t 0 el *Zl tiv i?' and , UFOa appaa ' - thè massaia as leu as in 

tue sky. cinema, TV, popular books, comics and advertisina Pubi ir 
tha^by 1 inteilectuals reC ° 9nÌ2ed by echonomic forces before 


The first Italian examples of UFO images in 
took place back in thè ’60s, when "Alfa Romeo" 
saucer one of its sport motorcars, and "Agnesi 
round kmd of "pasta". y 


commercial advertising 
christianized "Flying 
" did thè same for a 







CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE THIRD KIND 


Now several firms all around thè world use thè word "UFO" as a 
logo for sportswear, lamps, software, sun-glasses, bubble-gum and so on 
u it all can be traced back to Spielberg *s successfull movie, "Closé 
Encounters of thè Third Kind\ which beavily influenced commercial 
advertising m Italy, in two different directions: direct reference to 
thè terra dose encounter* (which sums well thè coming closer and 
confrontmg, and so was good for cosmetic products); and certain images: 
thè Ione road ahead, of course, but also UFO-like spaceships, liqhts 
from upwards down onto thè folk, "haunted" houses, etcT 

A YOGURT FOR E.T. 

The best example is thè recent TV spot of "Danone" yogurt: an old 
man and a motorist are blinded by a light beara from upwards, a voice 

rlììL i f lillon f from everywhere they come", groups of enthusiastical 
people looks up at bnght flying objects which turn themselves into wide 
strawberries plunging into a giant yogurt. 

A similar scene was also used by "Fiat" for their newest "Croma” 
car ( planet car”): a bright light outside thè house calls a family's 
attention, they get out and see a giant spaceship passing above: as it's 
gone, a new car is found by thè door. 

Anotber Spielberg’s movie, "E.T.”, inspired "Yomo” yogurt producer 
to respond Danone”’s campaign by featuring a lizard-man alien losina 
Urne because he tries to taste a yogurt held by an unvilling witness 

“ . *? 1 f ft back b y its own spaceship (which can be seen taking 
over behind thè trees, very much like thè movie scene): ”you lost thè 
interplanetary coach” says thè man (well-known Italian comic actor Beppe 

Grillo, who gained thè 1986 "Advertising & Success" award because of 
that commercial ad). 


T«JS 4ENITH EXAMPLE 

^ advertising campaign for "Zenith” watches in 1980 used 
typical UFO sighting photo scenes accompanied by apocaliptical 
statements on thè line: "perfect ’Zenith' technology would interest even 
ance ET visitors”. In 1981 a second "Zenith” campaign featured UFOs 
beaming down on witnesses’ watches, and two TV coramercials where such 
wer « evenmade to "disappear”. Ve managed to obtain a lenghty 
report by their PR agency copywriter on how they got thè idea and whv 
they used UFOs as a vehicle for thè commercial. Y 


A MESSAGE? 

"PhiUna» ÌMa9 * S Were also used for "Peugeot" motorcars, 

Phiiips TV sets, Pioneer" Compact Discs, "Texas" pocket calculators 

Sony video-recorders and even for a "Bidone Aspiratutto” vacuum- 

‘a Ì 13 ectivated by a UFO in order to suck everything from a 
Kitchen and be sucked by thè UFO!). 

!iFn=/JLn S d ^ ficu « t0 understand Whether by seeing and talking about 
UFOs/aliens thè effect would be that UFOs (even if not believed or 

Drentiv 3t i C °“ e t0 be ” ordlnar y” things: indeed UFO sightings are 
presently no longer extraordinary for thè public: they are trivial. Is 

bls rea f° n wh ^ they are less seen in thè sky and more in thè media? 
And when UFO sightings become more numerous, is it because of more 
reguent advertising or do such advertisings follow waves of sightings? 

fh. W k f? D 4 kn0 ”' but the “ythological component surely exists, and 
thè symbolic message is: ”we are not alone”. 






1986 CASES RISTORIES 


Short summaries are taken from investigation reports by c I s D 
members of some recent Italian UFO/XFO sightings, wlth thè aim "of 
informing about what's going on. Not all such case histories have 
already been evaluated. 

MOVING LIGHTS IN PIEMONTE 
Investigatori Paolo Toselli 


At 1 a.m. on May 30th, 1986, a 35 years-old bar owner in 

MOMBERCELLI (province of Asti) and his wife saw through a window a faint 
red light moving in thè skyi more precisely it went to and fro coverina 
and are of 40° in two seconds, at less than 10° above thè ESE horizon. 
The witness tried to video-record thè light with his cam-corder, but thè 
light was not even visible through thè camera, though it was stili 
visible with naked eye for about 10-15 rainutes; then he got inside and 
looked at his videotape, but only streetlamps were recognizable on thè 
recording. The light was stili there when they decided to go to bed 
Several other people witnessed thè same phenomenon over a vast area in 
thè Asti and Alessandria provinces: a white light was seen circlinq over 
acqui; TERME (AL) and OVADA (AL}, and a woman in CANTALUPO (AL) even 
called thè poiice, but thè cops arrived too late. 


LUMINOUS CONE IN THE MESTRE SKY 
Investigatori Francesco Fasolo 


Just after 11 p.m. on May 21st, 1986 two different groups of 

people m MESTRE (province of Venezia) watched independently a half- 
conical bright object passing in thè sky. Restaurant owner Matteo Z. 
his brother and a police patrol were all outside thè restaurant when 
they watched for 15 seconds a white-orange light followed by a trail and 
jumpmg along a horizontal path as fast as a piane. From its smaller 
part its light was brighter and a reddish spot was visible, while a 
yellow-orange halo surrounded thè opposite side. 

At thè same time, Mrs. Elena F. was on her home terrace a few 
hundreds meters away when she saw a light against thè overcast sky and 
called her daughteri they both watched a half-conical object identical 
to thè one described by Matteo Z., changing colors as if rotating on 
ìtself. The SSV-NE direction of flight was identical in both sightings. 

"ABDUCTION" NEAR BELLUNO 
Investigatori Antonio Chiumiento 


At 11 p.m. on August 15th, 1986 a 42 years old professional and 

his wife (a teacher aged 37) holidaying in CALALZO DI CADORE (province 
elluno) vere sitting near a wood outside thè town when they noticed a 
bright light corning down from thè sky, soon becoming a disc-shaped, 
aomed object, blue in color and luminescent. They saw it land, then 
their memories stopped and they found themselves there again two ? hours 
later, at 1 a.m. : thè object had disappeared and only a dark circular 
trace was visible on thè ground, where grass was bent and blackened for 
a diameter of 9 meters. 

Strange dreams and difficulties at sleeping on thè following 
mghts, as well as thè surfacing memory of seeing two human-like beings 
with a overall, helped to persuade them to be hypnotized on August 23-24 
by a Pordenone M.D. They so recalled that two beings carne out of thè 
^ìsc and took them on board without touching them but simply 
communicatmg” them such intention. Inside they were laid down and 
underwent a "medicai examination”, no detail of which was possible to 
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obtain even under hypnosis. The entities vere 2 meters tali, wearinq a 
overall which didn't eovered their long, oval-shaped heads with 
phosphorescent eyes, pointed ears and a narrow mouth. Inside thè craft 
strange devlces were seen and thè whole ”room" was illuminated bv 
several lights of various colors. * 


1986 OVERVIEW 

The number of 1986 UFO/IFO Italian sightlngs filed by C I S U 
was 143 as of May 20, 1987: that is they were less than haif' thè 

number of thè 1985 wave. 

From a monthly dìstribution you find that thè first four 
months were "poorer" {5 reports each or less), while since late May 
thè number of reports rose up and remained between 10 and 20 each 
month up to December. 

Regional dìstribution was more scattered: some regions had no 
report at all, while other were very "rich"; generally speakinq 
more reports carne from thè Northern regions (94) and less from thè 
Central (40), with only very few ones from thè South (9), this beino 
due perhaps to thè unbalanced distribution of C.I.S.U. members, more 
numerous in thè Northern and Central areas. 

A brief look for report patterns: in January through Aprii 
only Nocturnal Lights in thè North; late May and early dune saw thè 
Milan flap : formations of manoevering lights seen by thousands of 
people for several nights, nearly all due to searchlights. In June 
there happened thè first sightings in thè Central regions (Umbria 
and Marche), while in July UFO activity centered in thè Northeastern 
provmces, expecially on thè Veneto coastline, where bright lights 
were often reported hovering, entering or leaving thè sea. Also in 
Uuly, thè Brescia flap” occurred, with one or more CE-IIi’s in and 
around Rudiano (see ITUFOR-3). What is unusual, no report was 
collected m thè first half of August, but after thè "abduction" of 
a couple near Belluno on August 15th (see elsewhere in this issue) 
several reports arrived from all thè Northeast, some of them 
referring to dark objects seen in full daylight. Between August and 
September sightings migrated to thè Central regions, particularly in 
Lazio due to thè launch of C.I.S.U. UFO hot-line in Rome): more 
Daylight Discs and Close Encounters were reported. In October and 
November nearly all reports were from Central regions: Toscana, 
Umbria and Marche, and a greater number of these were low-level 
objects. No clear pattern was distinguishable in December 


CONGRESS AT LYON 
Meeting with thè French ufology 
by Edoardo Russo 


f 6 v aii ? d C) report is off ered of thè First Lyon UFO Meeting, held by 

, ranCe ° n Àpril 8 " 10 ' i987 - Res earchers from five countries 
attended: Belgium, France, Great Britain, Italy, Switzerland. Several 

Similari tv" notabl V "^Ology and Occultism: Some 

Similarity (Claude Maugé), Promises and Limits of Project UNICA!" 

(Jacques Scornaux), "SOS-OVNI UFO Hotline and Minitei Computer Network" 
(Perry Petrakis), "Thinking of thè Unidentified" (Anne Veve), "UFO and 

Bouaardf C A hru?** Bre * ss *l> WlF <>s: One or More Realities?" (Michel 
Bougard). A brief overview of present French UFO scene is also given. We 

ere y present thè abstract of thè only Italian paper, by Paolo Tossili) 
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"IMAGINE THAT YOU SEE A UFO”: ANALYSIS OF THE STEREOTYPE 

by Paolo Toselli 

In order to acquire Information about thè UFO stereotype 
(defi ned as thè common menta 1 "imagerie" of UFOs made up of 
knowledge, beliefs and prejudices), a serìes of experlments were 
conducted in thè primary and secondary schools (children aged 9-14} 
in Alessandria between 1979 and 1982. 

Boys and girls were asked to imagine they had seen a UFO, and 
to freely describe and draw what they had seen. After they did so, a 
questionnaire was distributed to determine prior UFO knowledge/in- 
terest. 400 stories were collected, and thè analysis is stili in 
progress. As for thè 128 ones from secondary school (age between 11 
and 14), as many as 40% of them referred to a CE-III sighting and 
another 15% to CE-IV (abductions). 

Children's descrìptions were not rauch influenced by Spielberg 
"Close Encounters of thè Third Kind” movie (seen by 43%) nor by 
Project UFO” TV serial (seen by 70%). A sometime striking 
resemblance is noted with reai UFO events: 84% of imaginary CE- 
III' s took place in thè evening/night, in an isolated place or just 
near home; thè "witness" was alone in thè 85% of cases; only one 
entity was sighted in 39%, and entity shape was "humanoid” in 50% of 
instances. In thè abduction stories thè typical arrivai of thè UFO 
was: a "blinding" light and a strange sound before thè object 
appears. 


THE GHOST-ROCKETS OF 1946 
Svedish Defense Files Opened to Ufologists 
by Anders Liljegren 

(Translation of an article originally published in "A.F.U. Newsletter” 
No. 28, December 1985; we hereby offer an English abstract only of thè 
editorial box by Edoardo Russo about Italian reports from that year.) 


THE GHOST-ROCKETS IN ITALY 

A large echo of thè Scandinavian ghost-rockets is to be found 
in thè 1946 Italian press, and Italian sightings also took place. A 
research in 14 daily newspapers collected 70 newsclippings between 
July and October 1946. In that first after-war year, Italian dailies 
only had two pages, and most of thè news were just brief ”flashes" a 
few lines long. 

As for thè Italian reports, we note: "strange bolides” at 
Imola (BO) and "rocket projectiles” in Bologna on September 17, 
"flying bombs" over Vercelli and a "fire bolide" again at Imola on 
thè 18th, "luminous bolides" at Turin on thè 19th, at Florence on 
thè 21st and on thè 22nd, "bright signals" over Rome on thè 20th, 
more rocket projectiles" at Livorno on September 20 and in Bari on 
October 5, "flying bolides" in Trieste on October 12 and even a 
"fire disc" at Varazze (SV) on October 4. 

In all, 20 Italian reports are in C.I.S.U. files, 17 from 
September and 3 from October, 1946; most of them referred to bright, 
fast-moving, trailed objects in thè night sky, which were at first 
connected to thè Scandinavian ghost-rockets by thè press, and were 
later explained away as fireballs by astronomers. 






VHO’S VHO IN ITALIÀN UFOLOGY 

Ve go on with our usuai presentations of Italian ufologists. 

Maurizio Verga lives in Cermenate and Works as a textile 
technician. He has been involved in ufology since 1977, his main 
interest being thè systematic collection of Italian dose encounter 
reports, in Italy, an arguraent he is thè undisputed national export 
smce he have built over thè years an ìmpressive, comprehensive file and 
catalogue of more than 400 such events: "ITA-CAT" (now also in a 
computer!zed version). In recent years his interest has focused onto CE- 
II s with ground traces, and has edited a complete catalogue of 180 
Italian cases ("TRA-CAT”, first published in 1982 and recently released 
by C.I.S.U. in its third edition). It was thè trace-reports to lead him 
to developed a very criticai attitude towards such kind of evidence and 
its handling by ufologists. 

A prolific writer, his articles have been published in several UFO 
journals in Italy and mostly abroad (Flying Saucer Review, Lumières dans 
la nuit, Inforespace, Ovni prèsence, Magonia, BUFORA Journal, Journal of 
Transient Aerial Phenomena, MUFON UFO Journal, UFO Sverige). 

S ?» Ce he's been coordinating thè Italian "Computer UFO 

Network (Rete Ufologica Computerizzata, R.U.C.) which groups together 
ufologists owning a personal computer in doing common activities of data 
inputting and text processing; he edits thè network bulletin and also 
thè only existing publication on computer applications to ufology, thè 
Computer UFO Newsletter” (in English). He recently contributed two 
chapters (on ground traces and computers, of course) to thè collective 
book "UFOs: 1947-1987”, edited by Hilary Evans. ' 

A former member of Centro Ufologico Nazionale (C.U.N.), he was a 
founding member of Centro Italiano Studi Ufologici (C.I.S.U.), and he 
serves as a Council member. Several interviews have been published in 
thè last two years about his computer work in thè Italian press. 


All abstracts and translations by Edoardo Russo 


NEXT ISSUE 

ITUFOR-6 will consist of thè English abstracts of "UFO - RIVISTA DI 
INFORMAZIONE UFOLOGICA" No. 4, published in December 1987. It will 
also report on thè International Congress held in Turin on June 20- 
21, thè First "National UFO Information Week” (June 20-28) and thè 
Italian Gallup Poli on UFOs (done on behalf of C.I.S.U.i) 
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